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The Constitution and The Article of Confederation
1. How does each document allocate governing power? 
           Under the Article of confederation, the states were to remain independent and sovereign, whereby the congress was to act as the last resort on dispute appeal ("Articles of Confederation", 2009). However, the Article denied the central government the power to regulate commerce and levy taxes. Therefore, the Article gave the governing power to the congress. On the other hand, the constitution vested the President's executive power ("The Constitution", n.d.). The President stays in office for four years and works together with a vice president, who is elected for the same term.
2. How is a policy created, and by which parties?
           Public policies are goal-based courses of action, followed by the government when dealing with an issue or a problem in the nation ("The Constitution", n.d.). In the United States, public policies are founded on the law; however, many individuals apart from the legislator formulate them ("Articles of Confederation", 2009). Under the constitution, the cabinet, the President, Congress and agency, in addition to the media, interest groups, political parties, and state and federal courts, all interact in the process of making policies in the U.S ("The Constitution", n.d.). 
3. What are the states responsible for? The national government? Each branch?
           Under the constitution, states have several responsibilities, including forming local governments like municipalities ("The Constitution", n.d.). Under the Article of confederation, states have a responsibility to maintain a friendship with one another for the general welfare and common defence ("Articles of Confederation", 2009). The national government shares responsibilities with the state's governments. 
The legislative branch comprises the house of representatives, the senate, and the congress; they are responsible for making the United States laws ("The Constitution", n.d.). On the other hand, the executive branch is headed by the President, responsible for making treaties and signing bills into laws ("The Constitution", n.d.). Lastly, the judicial branch has the responsibility of enacting the laws.       
4. What constraints of power exist for the national government? The state governments?
The constitution denies the national government the power to suspend the writ of Habeas Corpus privilege ("The Constitution", n.d.). On the other hand, the state governments cannot enter a confederation, alliance or treaty ("The Constitution", n.d.). Without congress's consent, they should not lay any duties or taxes on exports and imports. 
5. How do you understand the evolution of federalism when you compare the two documents?
The transition from the Article of confederation to the current constitution led to the coordination of actions between the state and national governments to solve the previously existing conflict. In this regard, the evolution of federalism can be understood as the harmony between the two levels of government. 
6. Can you find any Constitutional ambiguities? Are there sections that are vague about which level of government or branch is responsible for a specific responsibility?
The constitution does have some ambiguity; in Article I section 8, the constitution vague about the national government's responsibility ("The Constitution", n.d.). Additionally, article II section 1 is vague about the responsibility of the executive branch of government ("The Constitution", n.d.). Also, Article III, section 1 is not clear on the judicial branch of government's roles.  
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